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“Social Christianing”
Greetings Sisters and Brothers,
As citizens of this great country, we are asked to practice social distancing. But
as citizens of the God’s greater kingdom, we are called to practice “social
christianing.” What does “social christianing” look like in a time of pandemic,
protesting and so many other perpetual obstacles in our current day?
Jesus once said, pull the plank out your own eye before you point out the speck
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of
dust
in the eye of another. Well, easier said than done. Can I get an ‘amen’? But
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this is the first place we must begin - inward. So, how can we pull the plank out of
our eyes with the current state of pandemic and protesting going on around us?
With the growing COVID-19 cases, I implore you to suspend your anxiety about those around
you and ask yourself, “How can I help my community?” This might mean you wear a mask on a
regular basis even if it is uncomfortable and inconvenient. This might mean you self-quarantine
after a vacation or being in a high-risk environment.
With the growing turmoil in our city, I invite you to follow the way of Christ, by taking to heart
Christ's words, “Love your enemy, pray for those who persecute you.” When you feel frustrated,
angry, or even hateful towards protesters, police officers or people who disagree with you take a
moment and ask yourself, “How can I be a peacemaker today?” This might mean you join our
monthly book club that dives deep into how we follow Christ through the chaotic waters of racism.
This might mean you open your eyes and your ears to other perspectives on news sources and
social media or even in a conversation with a friend or family member that might see the world
differently.
Practicing social christianing creates more space in our hearts for the Holy Spirit - space that
allows us to see another way forward that is not bound by binaries which pigeon hole people into
either/or political parties or religious perspectives. Social christianing is finding a third way, that
begins inwards and moves outward.
Social christianing also calls us to lift up our church family. Many of our members have gone
through difficult loss, physical challenges, and overwhelming mental health issues. Every week,
make a plan to text, call or connect on social media with our sisters and brothers in need of a word
of encouragement, a friendly voice, and a reminder that they are not alone.
The following pages of this monthly newsletter will highlight ways for you to stay invested and to
stay connected together. Remember that we are in this together and that through prayer and
posture of humility we can move forward into this unknown
future by grace of God, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and
In this issue . . .
the generous love of Christ Jesus.
Pastor’s Paragraphs ...................... Page 1
Stay Invested .............................. Page 2
Stay Connected ............................ Page 3
Memorials .................................... Page 4

Stay Invested
Updates from Our Steering Council
Covid-19 & BPBC Activities: Currently, there are no changes to which groups are meeting in
our building. During the month of August, the steering council will be monitoring the Covid-19
situation alongside the request of the governor. Many of our normal groups who meet in the
building have decided to not meet in-person until 2021. This includes the BPBC Parents Day Out
Program (PDO); PDO will not return until January 2021. Worship will remain online only until
further notice. Threads and Things, Karate, Thursday’s Noon Bible Study will continue to
meet in-person. AA and Al-Anon meetings are being held Tuesday evenings in our parking lot.
Online Worship Yard Signs: Yard signs advertising BPBC’s Sunday online worship
service are available for $5 each. Proceeds from these signs benefit our PDO program.
Contact the church office to pick up your yard sign.

Quarterly Business Meeting: 1:30 pm, Sunday, August 23
Reports are due by Thursday, Aug. 13 to lmeers@bpbaptist.org. A link to the meeting packet will be
part of the August 19 weekly E newsletter. The meeting will be held in the sanctuary and via Zoom.
Internet: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83532220903
Telephone: dial +16465588656,,83532220903# US (New York)

Personnel Updates
Morgan Fritz concludes her summer pastoral internship with us on Sunday, August 9.
THANK YOU, Morgan, for all your service and love for BPBC! Pastor Sara Turpin's sabbatical that was originally scheduled for August through October has been postponed
until 2021.

Missions Updates
School Supplies: Since BPBC could not collect school supplies to support our neighborhood
school, Goldsmith Elementary School, our Missions Team invited the congregation to contribute
school supply items to Hikes Point Christian Church (HPCC). On Saturday, August 1, 10 am-1 pm,
HPCC will host a free health clinic, filled backpack giveaway to individual students and will distribute
household items to families in our community. Thank you for your contributions!

Garden Ministry: 7,715 lbs
As of July 27, 2020

BPBC Finances as of June 30, 2020
Giving
Other Income:
Total Income:
Total Expenses:
Difference:

Cabbage: 2,967 lbs
Collards: 2,561 lbs
Green Beans: 151 lbs
Okra: 8 lbs

$240,655.16
$16,630.87
$257,286.04
($264,441.25)
($7,155.21)

August 13 is the September issue’s deadline.

Peppers: 653 lbs
Tomatoes: 476 lbs
Yellow Squash and
Zucchini: 899 lbs

Please send items to info@bpbaptist.org or drop
off at the church office (call ahead, please). In this ever changing world, BPBC's newsletter’s
smaller, monthly format and increased frequency will allow for up-to-date information to be
shared. For the latest news, birthdays, prayer concerns, etc., please subscribe to our electronic,
weekly newsletter by visiting www.bpbaptist.org.
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Stay Connected
Be Together Activity Day: Tie-Dye Masks!
1:30-3 pm, Sunday, August 16
Children, Youth, & Families are invited to join
Pastor Sara outside the narthex on Sunday,
August 16, 1:30 - 3:00 pm for a drop-in
activity. We will be tie-dying masks! We will stay outside and
you are encouraged to bring your own chair or blanket to sit on
if that would make you more comfortable. Parents / drivers are
required to stay with their children and youth. Masks must be
worn by all ages 3 and up and social distancing is required. This
event is also weather-permitting. Further information will be
sent out via the BPBC Kids and BPBC Youth Remind texting
system or contact Pastor Sara if you would like to be informed
about any changes. The Kids & Youth Zoom will also be open
during this time if you’d like to drop in and say hello!

Youth-led Online Worship
Sunday, Aug. 16

Kids & Youth
Zoom Dates
Sundays
August 2, 9, 23 & 30
Kids - 2 pm
Youth - 4 pm
All calls have the same
information. It is:
For video:
http://zoom.us/
j/83300138270
Meeting ID:
83300138270
Passcode: bpbc

Sunday, August 9: Online Worship Swap
with Saint Andrews United Church of Christ
We are excited to have online worship services with St. Andrews UCC
on August 9. We will hear prayers, sermons and hymns from their
worship staff. This will give our staff a week to plan future online worship services. Don’t miss this
wonderful online service from our sister church down the road.

BPBC Online Book Club Fall 2020
Second Wednesdays at 6 pm

The Cross and the Lynching Tree by James H. Cone
Sundays at 10 am
For video https://zoom.us/j/371645535
Call in at 1-646-558-8656 and
then dial 371645535#

is September’s book.

Copies are available on
Amazon.com or in the church
office for $22.

Thursdays at Noon
In-person, join us in Room 2

More information about the book
club discussion on Wednesday,
September 9 will be available in
our next newsletter.

For video https://zoom.us/j/391566801
Call in at 1-646-558-8656 and
then dial 391566801#
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Join us Sundays for

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Online Worship
Sundays at 10:55 am
Join us on Facebook Live!
View on YouTube:
Buechel Park Baptist Church

Patricia ‘Pat” Calvert

Wendell Ray Todd

Aug. 27, 1943-June 29, 2020

May 10, 1933-July 9, 2020
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