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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
Church Family and Friends, 
 The holidays have arrived and we give thanks for another wonderful year 
full of ministry and mission work at Buechel Park Baptist Church. This edition of 
the BPBC Newsletter is centered around legacy. BPBC continues to leave a 
legacy near and far. Our legacy comes from Christ’s call to share the Gospel, 
the good news of God’s love throughout Jerusalem, Samaria and to the ends of 
the earth.  
 Our church family often does not realize how big of an impact we are 
leaving near and far. How are we leaving a legacy in the greater body of Christ, 
a legacy beyond the church and a legacy across the world? As you read this 
newsletter, check out the testimonies of previous staff members and global 
partners who have benefited from the generosity and spiritual support our 
church has provided. For decades, our congregations has hired on seminary 
students to learn, grow and explore their callings to ministry. The legacy of 
BPBC is rooted in being a teaching congregation that creates space for 
students who are called to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 Looking back over the past three years, we have had six pastoral interns who have come from 
Baptist Seminary of Kentucky, Simmons College, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, and 
Transylvania University. Keith, Kevin, Jackson, Hannah, Morgan and Jessica have been impacted 
by our congregation.  We are one of only a few churches our size with a pastoral internship 
program. Our past interns has been financially supported by grants through the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship and private gifts. Our current pastoral internship program is funded by a grant 
from the Forum for Theological Exploration.  
 When it comes to our operating budget we have achieved great things! Not only have we met 
all our operating expenses but we have generated overflow income. While in previous years, we 
have had to dip into budget reserve funds, for the past two years we have exceeded our income 
through creative budgeting and funding. The average church in America is struggling with 
increasing property and personnel cost and some 
congregations have had to sell buildings and 
reduce employees. However, we, at BPBC, have 
doubled down our efforts by including more staff 
through our internship program and engaging 
more community groups to share our building. 
 Thank you! Thank you! Thank you, BPBC 
friends and family for your ongoing generosity and 
support in the ministry and mission work of 
Buechel Park Baptist Church. With humans some 
things are impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.  
 May we continue to be a courageous body of 
Christ leaving a legacy that impacts the lives of all 
God’s children near and far. 

Peace, 
Pastor Erica 

Remember, we serve a generous God  
who calls us to be generous. 

Rev. Erica Whitaker 
Senior Pastor

BPBC Finances 
2018-2019   

Yearend Report 
Budget Giving $333,057.75 
Building Income $15,500.41 
Legacy Gifts $5,506.67 
Total Income $354,064.83 

Total Expenses $352,543.63 

OVERFLOW $1,521.20 
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BPBC Pastoral Interns 

Keith Mitchell  volunteering at the 2019 

Ironman Aide Station. 

I am most grateful for the 
words of encouragement 
from those I talk to each 
week. 

Picture caption 

Hannah Moody painting during 2018 Extreme 

Build ‐ Repair Affair. 

BPBC is so warm and  
inviting, I automatically felt 
their love.  In years to come, 
there will be huge shoes to fill! 

Morgan Fritz during one of the recent 

Fall Celebrations. 

Jackson Campbell at Passport Youth 

Camp 2019. 

“I am most grateful for all the 
love and compassion that they 
share. They are a family that 
helps and teaches me. They 
are helping me grow into a  
better and faithful me.” 

In the Sanctuary, we find Kevin 
Adams one Sunday  after 
delivering the sermon . 

I am most grateful for the lov-
ing community that is present 
at BPBC. From the moment I 
began attending on Sunday 
mornings, I knew that I had 
made relationships with folks 
that would last a lifetime. 

I am grateful for BPBC 
being a transformative 
space of authentic love 
and compassion. 
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Music Ministry  
Wow! The past couple months have been so exciting and 
fulfilling! Not only musically, but spiritually as well!  Everyone 
has been so warm and welcoming! 

Thank you so much for all of the support in our recent Arts 
and Crafts Market! We raised over $1,800! We are already 
looking forward to next year’s event and brainstorming what 
we can do to make it even bigger! 

The choir is in full swing for our upcoming Cantata, “A 
Candlelight Christmas”, by Benjamin Harlan. Anyone in the 
congregation wishing to perform with us on Sunday, 
December 8, at 3:00 pm,  is welcome to join us in rehearsals 
on Wednesdays. We will begin rehearsal with the Cantata and 
work on it from 6:30-7:30 pm each Wednesday. If you can’t 
read music or play piano don’t worry! We have rehearsal CDs. 
Please feel free to reach out to me! I would be glad to help 
and support anyone in anyway possible! 

Peace to each and everyone of you! 
— Matt Butterfield, 
Interim Music Director

Growing Together

Children (grades 3-6) and Youth (grades 6-12) registrations for 
Passport camps were due in October. Final decisions about 
camp will be made in the coming weeks.  More information is 
available through the church office. If you still wish to sign up, 
please contact the church office right away. 

Youth Group 
The Youth have a new schedule! We meet every first and third 
Sunday, following worship until 2 pm for lunch, Bible study, and 
fun together. Join us! 

Youth Late Night:  6 pm, Friday, November 8 
All Youth are invited to enjoy dinner, fellowship and a bonfire at The Rohleder’s home.  
If the weather doesn’t cooperate, we’ll move indoors for games.  RSVP by Nov. 1 to the 
church office to let us know if you’re coming. 

2020 

Youth at Passport 2019. 

Sunday Children’s Programming 
This fall, we implemented several new changes to our Sunday programming. 
During Sunday school, we now teach using Godly Play. During worship, children 
ages 4–kindergarten are dismissed following the children’s moment to Extended 
Session with our toddlers. Children in grades 1–6 go to Children’s Church on the 
second and fourth Sundays, following the children’s moment. 
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When did your serve at BPBC?  
I served as the Children and Family minister from 
Aug. 2010 - Dec. 2013 

Where are you serving now?  
I am serving as the Pastor of Faith Formation at 
East Leonard Christian Reformed Church in 
Grand Rapids, MI.  

How has BPBC impacted your call to 
ministry?  
The love and support of the people giving me 
space and grace as I learned what it meant to be 
a congregational minister can never be repaid.    
I discovered many strengths and weaknesses. I 
learned a lot about how I don't always have the 
right idea, but ministry is a group effort. I would 
say it also showed me church can be a fantastic 
and loving place to work. I had a bad experience 
at a church after leaving Buechel, and if I hadn't 
had my time at Buechel to balance it out, I don't 
know if I would still be working in a church. 

What words of encouragement would you 
give to BPBC to continue as a teaching 
congregation?  
My years at Buechel were so formative. I was 
able to learn and grow not only in the classroom 
at Baptist Seminary of Kentucky, but also at the 
church. Going to school alongside Brittany, Jon, 
and Sara, and then working with them, provided 
me such a full experience. The gift Buechel 
provides seminary students, a place to serve and 
grow as a minister while getting a formal 
education,  is unparalleled and I hope it 
continues for years.  

When did your serve at BPBC? 
2010-2013 

Where are you serving now?  
Second Baptist Church in Little Rock, AR, Minister 
with Students and Families 

How has BPBC impacted your call to 
ministry?  
BPBC saw me 
as a minister 
before most 
people did. 
You 
recognized 
and affirmed 
my calling by 
providing a 
safe place for 
me to learn 
and grow as a 
minister and 
as a person. 
You were full 
of grace and 
had a spirit of 
adventure that 
allowed me to 
try out my 
gifts and to discover things about myself that I 
didn’t know were there. You didn’t dismiss me 
because I was young or inexperienced or female. 
Because you gave me a chance to grow into my 
voice, I have had the opportunity to live out my 
calling to ministry in a variety of ways I never 
thought possible. 

What words of encouragement would you 
give to BPBC to continue as a teaching 
congregation? 
I know it isn’t easy to be a teaching 
congregation. Ministers come and go, they 
sometimes have crazy ideas, and don’t always 
get it right. But you are doing more than just 
shaping people and ministers—you are shaping 
the Church. Those of us who have had the 
opportunity to learn from you and to grow inside 
your walls have taken that out into the churches 
in which we serve. You are leaving your mark, 
not just on us, but on the world. Thank you!

“Sharing Gospel in Jerusalem” 

Our Legacy in the Greater Body of Christ 

Andrew and Hannah Noe with daughter, Gwendolyn (4) and 
son, Benjamin (1). 

Rev. Brittany Stillwell
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Thank you my friends at BPBC for the prayers 
and cards while I was in the hospital and rehab 
for a month.  I am doing okay. 

God Bless You,  
 Lois Blick 

On behalf of the 12 ladies in the Hikes Point  
Women’s Club, I’m writing to thank you for 
allowing us to hold our monthly meeting in a 
lovely room in Buechel Baptist Church. It seems 
such a homey, quiet space, where we can easily 
hear one another -    one just made for us! We 
appreciate your generosity and I promise we will 
take very good care of it every month. 
 Sincerely,  
 Geraldine Merrill, Secretary 

On behalf of the Jefferson County Board of 
Education, I would like to thank you for your 
generous donation of school supplies valued at 
$400 for Goldsmith Elementary School.  This 
donation will be used by students.  JCPS rely on 
the generosity of donors such as yourself and is 
grateful for your support.  
 Sincerely,  

Dr. Chris Kolb, District #2 
 

We are thankful to be a part of such a loving and 
caring church family.  This has been a difficult 
year for us with health issues. You have blessed 
us with your prayers, calls, cards and visits.  And 
for this we are most thankful! 

Harold & Carolyn Boblitt 

A big thank-you for all the wonderful veggies 
throughout the Spring and Summer months. 
They surely were good and appreciated.  What a 
wonderful church we have. 

Susan Silverthorn & Beverly Clements 

Thank you for allowing seniors to fellowship and 
enjoy meals together at your church facility and 
making us feel so welcome at your church 
activities. Seniors have developed new 
friendships as a result. We were truly blessed to 
have journeyed with you to the 400th year 
commemoration ceremony where God’s spirit 
was healing our hearts and minds together as 
one. May God continue to bless you and your 
congregation, as you seek to reach others for 
Christ. With Christian love and fellowship,  
thank you.  

Seniors from the Nutrition Program 

Thank you very much for allowing the planting of 
tomatoes in the good earth located behind the 
church building.  This resource, along with His 
blessings, allowed for the growing of vines that 
provided a generous amount of fruits, which 
were harvested throughout this past season. 
These tomatoes, in turn, furnished extensive 
nourishment for both bodies and souls as the 
bounty was widely distributed. Thank you again 
for your generosity. 
 Sincerely, 

Shelly C. Curtis 

Serving Together 

Barbara Kay Wright (left) joined Oct. 20, 2019.  Sharon 
Lowe (right) Joined Oct. 5 and Rev. Dr. Joe Thomas 
joined on Sept. 8.  Welcome to BPBC! 

Thankful   Blessed   Grateful  
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When did your serve at BPBC? 
I served at Buechel Park Baptist Church from 2006- 2010. 

Where are you serving now? 
I currently serve as a CPE Supervisory/ Clinical Educator Candidate at St. 
Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center. I am also staff chaplain for the 
Hosparus Inpatient Care Center downtown.  

How has BPBC impacted your call to ministry? 
My years at Buechel Park taught me the value of the legacy we carry into 
living out our faith. I learned the power of grace and creativity that is 
stoked in the hearts of the motivated believers. And I learned that each 
soul was made to offer something of God’s likeness to this world. It’s our 
privilege to witness the revelation in a community of faith.  

What words of encouragement would you give to BPBC to 
continue as a teaching congregation? 
To the membership of Buechel Park, please know I still hold you in my prayers. I have not met a 
congregation so invested in raising up strong believers, laity and clergy, in the near decade since I 
left for the work of chaplaincy. I pray that God continues to use the family of faith at BPBC to raise 
up tomorrow’s Church with integrity and passion for service.  

When did your serve at BPBC? 
 I served with BPBC from 1985-1991, first as Youth Minister, and later 
as Associate Pastor for Youth and Education. Across those years I 
served with Larry Dipboye, Lynn Packwood, Carmen Sharp, Phillip 
Morrow and Rob Nash. 

Where are you serving now? 
Currently I am the president at the Baptist Seminary of Kentucky and 
the founder and president of Faithlab. I was previously the Publisher & 
Executive Vice President at Smyth & Helwys Publishing. 

How has BPBC impacted your call to ministry? 
 My time at Buechel Park was the most formative of my entire career. 
There I was nurtured to explore and use gifts we did not yet 
understand, including creativity, organization and leadership. Buechel 
Park showed grace when I made mistakes, helping me learn and grow 
from them. Rejeana and had our first child while at BPBC, and cannot 
imagine a warmer first family for Jonathan. 

What words of encouragement would you give to BPBC to continue as a teaching 
congregation? 
BPBC has, through the ministers it has helped form, touched the lives of literally thousands of 
persons as these ministers have served, and continue to serve, across careers. Recognize your gift 
for nurturing and growing ministers. Embrace your ability to be prophetic and forward-looking, and 
know that attracts and grows ministers looking to make a difference. Know peace around your 
ability to be true family to those who serve alongside the congregation as ministers. 

“Sharing Gospel in Samaria” 

Our Legacy Beyond the Church 

Rev. Katie Anderson 

Rev. David Cassidy 
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Transforming Lives Together 
This is the 8th year of the Garden Ministry and we’re still going strong! 

On a regular basis we deliver to The Lord’s Kitchen in West Louisville, South 
Louisville Community Ministries near Iroquois Park, Deer Park Baptist Church 
for their Gathering, The Center for Lay Ministries, Seneca High School’s Food 
Pantry and our church’s elderly. 
 Bettie McCormick is our liaison with The Lord’s Kitchen.  In addition to our 
vegetables, she brings clothes, shoes, bedding, kitchen ware and household 
items, as they are donated.  
 Carol Thompson, an active member of St. Raphael and our Garden Ministry, 
delivers vegetables and plastic bags to South Louisville Community Ministries 
every Wednesday morning for their weekly free vegetable distribution.   
 Deer Park Baptist Church has an event called “The Gathering” on the 
second Saturday of each month.  At this event, they provide anyone who 
comes a free hot breakfast, free clothes, free groceries and personal care 
items, and vegetables we’ve harvested during the previous week.  In addition 
to our vegetables, we contribute clothes, shoes, and tote bags, as donated. 
 The Center for Lay Ministries serves Clark County, Indiana.  We deliver 
vegetables and egg cartons to them. Their food room is set up with 

refrigerated produce display cases like 
those at Kroger and everyone shops for themselves, within 
limits.  

Two months ago, we began delivering vegetables to 
Seneca High School. The students take what they need for their 
families. Whatever is left is offered to the school’s kitchen staff. 

Sarah Condron coordinates deliveries to our church’s 
elderly.  She and her assistants call those they deliver to in 
order to let them know what is available and take their order.  

In addition to working in the garden and making 
deliveries, we installed four more 275-gallon rain tanks – two at 
each corner of the gym on the garden side.  The Whip-Mix 
Corporation donated the tanks. Don Shepherd and Tom 
Rohleder handled the installation. We now have seven tanks 
collecting 1,925 gallons of rain from our church roofs.  

 We had a very difficult time in September 
dealing with record heat and record drought, 
but managed to save most of our crops.  The 
main casualty was the kale. 
 Many thanks go to Greg and Kathy Leichty 
and Glenda Haller for offering large parts of 
their property for our gardens, and for their 
help with watering.  
 As of mid-October our Garden Crew had 
harvested almost 16,000 lbs.  Leonard 
Buckner, Greg and Kathy Leichty, Carol 
Thompson (St. Raphael), Mike and Sondra 
Murphy, Carla Fentress, Charlie Thurman, Julia 
Tate, Becky Houston (Deer Park), and Shelley 
Aarvig (Deer Park) have worked in our three 
gardens in all kinds of weather to make this 
possible.  

—Suzanne Shepherd,  
Coordinator,  Garden Ministry

Julia Tate (left) and Jeanne Crawford 

(left to right) Charlie Thurman, Bettie McCormick and Kevin 
Adams harvesting beans. 
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Our Legacy Around the World 
Sharing the Gospel to the Ends of the Earth 

How long have we been partnering with EEAM (Eglise Evangelique au Maroc) church in 
Oujda, Morocco? We have been partnering for over 10 years! 

How has this partnership impacted your life?  
I have personally been to Oujda twice.  The first trip broke my heart completely and changed the 
way I used my money and time.  After meeting the migrants and refugees, seeing how they were 

forced to live, hearing their stories, and seeing 
that they continued to be devoted and faithful 
to God, changed the way I looked at almost 
everything.  My second trip, which was 4 years 
later,  just reinforced everything I had 
experienced earlier, and re-committed me to 
that change.  I think about Africa, the people I 
met, and their continued hope and faith in God, 
which helps me to look at first world, "petty" 
problems, differently. 

How has this partnership impacted our 
church? 
We brought some of our partners to Kentucky 
in 2014. It was so great to see our church 
family meet the amazing young people who 
work so hard in their college courses, and learn 
how they serve the migrants and 
refugees.  Our young friends from Africa loved 
meeting the people who had been praying and 
supporting them, and I think our church family 

were touched by these young men, and how Godly they are! 

Why are you going to join the team in May traveling to Morocco?  
Even though the same people are not there, I have such a heart for Oujda and our African friends, 
and have a selfish desire to see them, re-connect with them, and continue to learn from them. 

MOROCCO MISSION TRIP 2020 

BUECHEL PARK BAPTIST CHURCH AND 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH FRANKFORT 

EARLY MAY 2020 
COST IS APPROXIMATELY  

$1,500 PER PERSON 
INTERESTED? 

COME TO THE MEETING  AT 
2 PM, SUNDAY, NOV. 24. 

Carrie Bearden (second from the left) with new friends in 
Morocco responds to questions about previous mission trips. 
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Forever Young Fitness Class  
Mondays and Wednesdays walk in our 
gym from 9 until 10 to get your muscles 
warmed up.  Then spend the next hour 
inside moving your joints and stretching 
out those muscles in our low impact 

exercise session.  The exercise session has a $3 
fee, but walking is free.  Invite a friend and 
come give your body a needed dose of energy 
to start your day.  You’ll be glad you did! 
Classes will not meet Dec. 16, 2019-Jan. 1, 
2020. 

Threads and Things meets weekly on Mondays 
at 2 pm in Room 325. 

Women on Mission meets at  
10 am on the second Tuesday of each 
month in Room 325. 

Wednesdays, Nov. 13 & Dec. 11 
 5-6 pm. Open gym (all ages)
 6 pm, Potluck meal
  6:30 pm, Eat. Pray. Share.
On Dec. 11, we will go Christmas Caroling.  We
will not meet on Jan. 8, 2020.

Thursday Brown Bag Lunch  
&  Bible Study 

Join us at 11:30 am for a brown bag 
lunch, followed by Bible study at Noon. 

Friday Night Friends (FNF) is a casual group that 
dines out at 6 pm, once a month at local 
restaurants.  Families, singles, couples are all 
welcome.  Each person pays for his/her own 
meal.  Upcoming FNF are: 
 Nov. 15, McAllister’s, Breckenridge Lane
 Jan. 17, Mango’s, Dupont
FNF does not meet in December.

Food Drive for Seneca High School’s Pantry 
The Seneca High School Food 
Pantry objective is to provide food 
to children at-risk of hunger for 
preparation and consumption at 
their place of residence. We’ll be 
collecting food items, Nov. 10-Dec. 
14. A list of suggested items may
be found in the Narthex and
Education Building.

Christmas Shoe Boxes 
Shoe boxes for Goldsmith Elementary 
and Seneca High School students are 
labelled with suggested items and the 
student’s age/gender. Please keep 
the label on the outside  or just 

inside the box. Boxes will be available Nov. 17 
and returned by Sunday, Dec. 15.  

 
Christmas Card Exchange 

The Christmas card exchange,  
Dec. 1-22, will again be coordinated 
by Threads n’ Things. Your postage 
donations will be shared with the 
Parents Day Out scholarship fund.  

Poinsettias 
Poinsettias are $7.00 each and may 
be purchased until Nov. 24, in 
memory or in honor of a loved one. 
The flowers will decorate our 
sanctuary during the Christmas 
season then may be taken home 
Christmas Eve after worship.  

All Saints Day: Sunday, Nov. 3 
During worship, we will 
remember those who have died in 
the past year and celebrate the 
hope of resurrection in Jesus 
Christ.  This year we remember, 
Mary Lou Chester, Thomissa 
Goodman Hazlett, Rose Margaret 

Miller, Wava Ann Mullins, Jack and Norma 
Pontrich, Novella Pyles, Mildred Slater and 
Alberta Weaver. 

And, remember to set your 
clocks back an hour before 
going to bed Saturday 
evening! 

Upcoming Events
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Keenagers Lunch & Movie:  
Sunday, Nov. 3 

Come and enjoy an Oz-themed lunch, 
snacks and fun with other Keenagers 
(ages 50+) after worship on Sunday, 
Nov. 3.  After lunch, The Wizard of Oz 

movie will be shown.   

Youth Fundraiser:  Chili Cook-Off, Dessert 
& Gift Auction:  Sunday, Nov. 17 

Youth Dessert Auction - Chili Cook-off Lunch 
Fundraiser will be held immediately following 
worship.  Three ways to get involved - donate an 
item to auction; enter  a pot of chili for our very 
1st Chili Cook-off! And, show up! Eat chili and bid 
on auction items! All the money we raise will 
support activities that enable our youth to build 
community, engage in missions, and explore 
faith. 

Quarterly Business Meeting:   
Sunday, Nov. 17 

Our quarterly business meeting will be held 
immediately following the youth fundraiser. 

Annual Thanksgiving Breakfast 
Thursday, Nov. 28 at 9 am.  Please 
sign up outside the church office by 
Sunday, Nov. 17 so we’ll have a 
headcount.   

BPBC Pictorial Directory: 
Dec. 5-7 

It’s time for a new pictorial 
directory!  Photos will be 
taken in Room 2, Thursday-Saturday in the 
afternoon-early evening hours.  Watch for more 
information and how to schedule your photo. 

Cantata:  A Candlelight Christmas, Dec. 8 
At 3 pm, the Chancel Choir along with guest 
musicians will present A Candlelight Christmas by 
Benjamin Harlan.  A reception follows the 
concert.  

Extravaganza: 5 pm, Sunday, Dec. 15 
After dinner, our Allelulia Kids, who  have been 
practicing and preparing, will entertain us with 
The First Leon: Uncovering the True Meaning of 
Christmas.  Watch the worship guides for more 
information regarding dinner. 

Youth Christmas Party:  
Friday, Dec. 20 

Youth will gather, 6-9 pm, in the 
Youth Suite for Christmas food, fun 
and fellowship.  Watch for more 
information. 

On Sat., Jan. 4, the bus will leave BPBC at 9:15 
am for Mt. St. Francis (IN) and will return by  
5 pm.  $15 per person. Watch for more 
information. 

Alleluia Kids Lunch & Cast Party:  Jan. 12 
Alleluia Kids will enjoy lunch and a party,  
12-1:30 pm.  RSVP to Peggy Foskett.

Church Office/Building will be closed on:  
 Nov. 28-29 (Thanksgiving)
 Dec. 24-Jan. 1 (Christmas Break)
 Jan. 20 (Martin Luther King Jr.)

Parents Day Out will be closed on Nov. 27,  
Dec. 23-Jan. 6 and Jan. 20. 

During the holidays, meeting and activity 
schedules change.  When in doubt, please call 
the church office. 

S tay Connected,  Stay Invo lved

CLOSINGS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
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Join Us for Worship! 

Sundays 
9:30 am, Sunday School 

10:55 am, Worship 

In Loving Memory 

Anna Belle Hite 
March 25, 1921‐Oct. 1,2019 

Norma Pontrich 
Sept. 25, 1933‐Oct. 8, 2019 


