Buechel Park Baptist Church
We are an inclusive community of faith
rooted in the love of Jesus Christ
growing, serving, and transforming lives.
Louisville, Kentucky • August-October 2019

Every dime, dollar and
donation keeps our
BPBC Mission
growing, serving and
transforming lives!
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Pastor’s Paragraphs
We serve a God who is bigger than we could imagine, who creates worlds
beyond our wildest dreams, who takes every dime, dollar and donation for the
greater good of all people. We are a generous congregation who courageously
faces the ever growing challenges of our day. We are agile — stretching our
resources in ways no one person could accomplish on their own. We are
strong — carrying heavy loads of long lasting ministry that leaves a legacy for
the next generation. We are united — moving together as one body out into an
unknown future.
On Wednesday, August 14 we will say goodbye to David Lindsay, our
minister of music who has led our vibrant music programs for the past four
Rev. Erica Whitaker
years. He has been a pivotal piece in our greater community of faith and he will
Senior Pastor
certainly be missed. This past June we also said goodbye to Tom White, our
pianist. But as one season comes to an end, we move forward into the next. We will be looking for
an interim music director and we have secured funds for operating budget and grant money to hire
a music intern for the next year. This is one of many ways we continue to creatively use our dimes,
dollars and donations. We are thankful for David and all his hard work and time he has put into our
music ministry. We wish him well as we continue to build up our great music programs.
How can I possibly capture my feelings about BPBC and this next chapter of
my life?
First, I am amazed at how fast these four years have flown by! I never
thought this “part time” Ministry would touch me in such profound ways! The
more we as a church have worked together to create space for those who give
so much of themselves to the Music Ministry Of BPBC, the more I see the
blessings we all feel for such a wonderful body of believers who give so much!
Second, my love for this church has truly touched me in ways that I can
hardly comprehend. And the love you have shown me simply tells me what a
wonder spirit fills this place! To steal Erica’s line, “I love you!”
The decision to retire and head to Florida is one that was planned for 2020
but as Erica says, “it is a season to grow into the next chapter of my life.” The
decision
has been difficult, filled with sleepless night and many tears. My
David Lindsay
“human nature” is struggling but I know adventure awaits George and me as
Minister of Music
well as Buechel Park Baptist Church.
I love so much the wonderful people who have been a vital part of this ministry. They have
given much time and effort to provide music that fills our hearts! I’m grateful to the Chancel Choir,
Grace Notes, Hand Bells, Shelley, Luann, instrumentalists and all you will remain in my heart!
Those of you who are not directly involved with the Music Ministry will remain in my heart as
well. You have supported us with your attendance at events, with your financial support, with your
kind words, but most of all, with your prayers, and have led us to greater heights in our musical
worship.
I know I’ve missed some wonderful people, but know you are appreciated more than I can say!
Lastly, I love Erica, Sara and Leigh for all their support! Buechel Park has been blessed with
amazing people who have led us all with grace and love!
I promise to stay in touch!
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Budget Overview
This newsletter edition is a narrative of how we use budget money and other donations to grow,
serve and transform lives at Buechel Park Baptist Church. On August 18th, our new budget proposal
will be presented after worship. We will vote on this budget on September 22nd. You and your
families play a vital role in our church and we ask that you continue giving generously to our
inclusive community of faith, rooted in the love of Christ, growing, serving and transforming
lives. Stay Connected! Stay Invested!
Our budget is broken down into three main branches: GROW, SERVE & TRANSFORM. Our
personnel cost is like most churches our size at 69%. We align our staff into the branches of our
mission with the senior pastor overseeing and serving all three branches.
GROW: Associate Pastor, Music Ministry Personnel
SERVE: Administrative Assistant, Property Personnel
TRANSFORM: PDO Director, Pastoral Interns

GROW

TRANSFORM

SERVE

"I believe James 2:17 ‘So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.’
Buechel Park does works collectively through our missions. one of my new favorites in
the Pay-Day-Lending mission. Helping people out of crushing debt is a righteous
activity. Funding Jeff Street Ministry and establishing a deep relationship with Von
Spiegel Missionary Baptist Church. All of Louisville is our community." Greg Caudill,
Chair, Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team
BPBC Finances Year-to-Date as of June 30, 2019
Budget Amount Needed: $263,727.00

Budget Income:

$251,127.81

Budget Amount Given:

$251,127.81

Budget Expenses: $259,346.79

Difference:

($12,599.19)

Difference:

($8,218.98)

Remember, we serve a generous God who calls us all to be generous.
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Grow
How do your dimes, dollars and donations help us GROW?
Our GROW ministries is one-fourth of the budget and has mega impact throughout the year. We
spent $5,000 from the operating budget and spent $7,000 from additional funds raised throughout
the year.
The music programs bring in an additional $4,000 through fundraising and donations. Through
our operating budget and above and beyond giving we are able to have a diverse staff and
programing that enhance our worship during Christmas and Easter. Our music ministry engages all
ages and a variety of music every season.

“I am grateful to be a part of the small, but mighty, Music Ministry team at BPBC!
David, Peggy, Luann and all the others who comprise the choir and the handbells are so
great to work with and are devoted to serving God and the congregation with their
musical abilities,” Shelley Shumate, organist.
Serenity Fentress, 6th grade, said “I like singing with my
friends in the Alleluia Kids. I like going to Sunday School because
I get to learn new things with my friends, and at the end we get
to play fun games.”
“Sometimes, God can touch people through
music. David (Lindsay) has allowed me to
receive God's blessings many times over the
years, for which I am eternally grateful. “
Don Shepherd.
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Grow
Our children and youth programs also raise money throughout
the year for summer camps, playground remodels, new Bible Study
programing and activities for families. This year our youth raised
$3,000 at the annual dessert auction that helps pay for our summer
trip to Passport Camp. We are also thankful for a generous donation
from Jeanne Crawford for a new working air hockey table in the
youth suite!
“I Love BPBC Youth Ministries because we always have a lot of fun together and I’ve
never been to a boring day/event with BPBC.” Alex Bixner, 10th grade
When asked what they like about our children’s ministry, 3rd grader
Ezra Klausing said “I like playing in the gym, children’s church,
children’s moments, and sitting with my dad in church.”
When Noah Narcomey, 7th grade, was asked about our youth
ministry, he responded, “It’s cool.”
“My favorite things about BPBC Youth Ministry are the great
opportunities we get to take part in and then share about in worship,”
said Charlotte Bariteau, 11th grade
Our children’s ministry raised over $500 through the variety show and over
$4,000 from individual donors to launch our new Sunday morning program
called Godly Play, beginning this fall.
Of Godly Play, Sondra Murphy says, it “isn’t
playing church or implementing ‘new’
curriculum. It’s pure. It’s sharing
scripture through stories to come near to
God and for God to come near to us.”

Children’s CreaƟon Camp

Intern Jackson Campbell

“As my internship at Buechel Park comes to a close, I want to
thank you so much for including me in this community of radical
love and grace. Going to youth camp, renovating the playground
and fellowshipping with this community has been a blessing.”
Jackson Campbell, Summer Pastoral Intern
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Serve
How do your dimes, dollars and donations help us SERVE?
Our SERVE ministries are our largest branch of the operating budget covering a number of
ministries such as property, hospitality, bereavement, and deacons. We spend roughly $80,000 from
our operating budget for all our serve ministries.
Our facility is vital to the ministries at Buechel Park and we are grateful for the ability to open
our doors to the surrounding community. We have a number of community groups that meet
weekly, monthly and seasonally in our building. We are grateful for the many outside groups who
have made Buechel Park their home. These groups cover utilities costs and maintenance for the
portion of the building they utilize. The annual cost for our facility is approximately $77,000 but with
the donations from outside groups we will offset these cost by $13,000.
“In a sense, one important purpose of our team is to
create a place where our people, especially children, feel
comfortable and secure. This is part of my service to our
church both now and future where I feel I am making a
real difference.” Joe Caldwell Chair-elect, Property

“I love participating in Forever Young fitness sessions because it is focused on
low-impact exercises that help you stretch and keep your joints moving. Walking before
the class begins, helps me to warm up my muscles and gives me time to fellowship with
others.” Carla Fentress, BPBC Liaison for Senior Fitness
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Serve
Our deacons are the weekly care givers of our congregation. They meet
every Sunday at 9 am to pray for all those inside and outside of our
church who need spiritual and physical healing. They distribute
communion to homebound members, visit those in the hospital as well
oversee offerings and communion in worship each Sunday.
“I care very much for Buechel Park and the people of the church.
Supporting the staff, activities, and the people is part of being a
deacon. The part I enjoy most is doing hospital visits and visiting our members. I think
they appreciate that a deacon from their church
Dear Church Family,
has cared enough to visit them when they are a
Once again, you have been all we could
patient.” John Condron, Diaconate Chair-elect
ask, expect or hoped for from family.
Thank you for the visits, food, cards, and “I am pleased to serve as a deacon at Buechel
so much more during Wendell’s extended Park Baptist Church. I enjoy sharing my faith
illness. You amaze us. You are just the
both in word and deed. I serve the church by
best.
Wendell and Barbara Todd
visiting our church members, both active and
inactive. I am able to visit the sick both in the
hospital and at home, as well as deliver and visit the homebound with communion. I
am available to help the pastor when asked.” Bettie McCormick, Deacon
Our hospitality and bereavement teams utilize our
resources to serve our community with meals that bring
us together. We spend less than $500 a year because of
the donations and dishes our members contributes.

We are so thankful for all your love and
support not only during this time but
over the years. We know Alberta was
truly thankful for you all. We couldn’t
be more appreciative of the dinner you
provided for us! Thank you all so much!
With Love,
The Weaver Family

Our personnel at Buechel Park are the glue that holds
the ministries together. We are fortunate to have staff
who are passionate, talented and experienced. Our total
cost from our personnel is $240,000. Through creative
funding and thoughtful planning, we have a well balanced staff that includes seasoned professional,
interns in training and vibrant workers willing to explore new possibilities for our church. Through a
$14,000 grant we secured in the fall 2018 we have blessed to add an internship program for young
people exploring a call to ministry.

“As chair of the PMT (Personnel Ministries Team) over the past 3 years I have had the
privilege of sharing life event markers with BPBC's ministry staff. (Retirement, Birth of
Child, Starting New Job, etc.). Through this I have learned that God walks along side of
us as changes come and expects each of us to encourage others along life's pathways.”
Charlene Knecht, Chair, Personnel
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Transform
How do your dimes, dollars and donations help us TRANSFORM lives?
Our TRANSFORM ministries get our people out the church and into communities near and far.
We are a missional church who loves living into God’s call for all to partner in work of salvation. We
are grateful for the physical and financial support of all our transform ministries: WOM, Threads and
Things, Parent’s Day Out, Garden Ministry, Extreme Build and our international Church Partnership
in Oudja, Morocco. We also support a number of other missional opportunities by gifts that go
above and beyond our operating budget. Your generosity helps support Global Missions such as our
field personnel, Karen Thomas Smith in Morocco and local missions like Seneca High Food Pantry,
Veteran Support, Goldsmith Elementary Shoeboxes and Jeff Street Baptist Missional work downtown. Our operating budget supports a variety of work locally, nationally and globally through our
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
"PDO focuses on the development of the whole child, cognitively,
spiritually, socially, etc., but, most importantly they treat you like
family!" Sharonda Fawbush, PDO Parent
“It's the loving and caring
atmosphere of the teachers and the
fun-filled learning activities they
provide for the children.”
Shannon McNairy, PDO Parent
Our operating budget allocates $21,000 towards our mission partners.
We also gave approximately $5,000 in additional funds to our mission partners through
special offering and donations:
 $600 - Jeff Street Mission
 $1,500 - Extreme Build (Ironman)
 $500 - Seneca High School Food Pantry
 $900 - Community Missions through Kroger Community Rewards
 $1,500 - Global Missions

“I am President of WOM
because, I believe in the
mission work this group does.
It is a way to do what Jesus
commanded us to do, ‘Love
your neighbor.’”
Judy Yates, President,
Women on Mission (WOM)
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Transform

BPBC at an interfaith prayer of peace at
Swaminarayan Temple ‐ MANDIR .

BPBC participates in Extreme Build ‐ building
homes in Eastern Kentucky.

Please thank your mission team for organizing and
delivering the canned goods for our most recent food drive
for the Seneca High School food pantry. The Buechel Park
congregation should be commended for their generous
response to our needs. The timing has been perfect
throughout the school year - when our supplies have been
low BPBC has reached out and promptly provided food for
our students. A big thank you for providing the gift cards to
the winners of the pantry’s first cooking competition. It was
very special to have Pastor Sara present to open the
program and be involved directly with the students. The
Seneca High School students are so fortunate to have BPBC
as a community supporter.
Blessings, Patty K.

Some of our neighbors who grow food in the community plots in the church’s garden.
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Crystal Froman being baptized
by Pastor Erica, June 30, 2019.

Upcoming Events
Forever Young Fitness Class
Mondays and Wednesdays walk in our
gym from 9 until 10 to get your muscles
warmed up. Then spend the next hour
inside moving your joints and stretching
out those muscles in our low impact exercise
session. The exercise session has a $3 fee, but
walking is free. Invite a friend and come give
your body a needed dose of energy to start your
day. You’ll be glad you did!

AUGUST

Sunday, August 4:
10:45 am, Blessing of the Backpacks and School
Supplies during youth-led worship.
Noon, Youth & Families Lunch
2 pm, Church Council & Budget Team Meeting
3 pm, Steering Council Meeting
6 pm, Sacred Sundays @ Krazy Dave’s resumes

Threads and Things meets weekly on Mondays
at 2 pm in Room 325.
Women on Mission meets at
10 am on the second Tuesday of
each month in Room 325.
Wednesdays Sept. 11 and Oct. 9
 5-6 pm. Open gym (all ages)
 6 pm, Potluck meal
  6:30-7:30 pm, Eat. Pray. Share.
Thursday Brown Bag Lunch
and Bible Study
Join us in the library at 11:30 am
for a brown bag lunch, followed
by Bible study at Noon.

Friday Night Friends (FNF) is a casual group that
dines out at 6 pm, once a month at local
restaurants. Families, singles, couples are all
welcome. Each person pays for his/her own
meal. Upcoming FNF are:
 Aug. 16, Jason’s Deli, Shelbyville Road Plaza
 Sept. 20, Mission BBQ, Shelbyville Road
 Oct. 18, Cattleman’s, S. Hurstbourne Parkway
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Stay Connected, Stay Involved
Sunday, Sept. 22
Churchwide Luncheon
(Noon) and Quarterly
Fall Kick-Off:
Hello Fall, Good-bye David Business Meeting
Join us at 6 pm for a cookout (12:30 pm),
to kick off the Fall season and
to say good bye to Music
Happy 3rd Anniversary
Minister David Lindsay as he
Pastor Erica!
prepares to move to Florida.
(Sept. 25)
Hot dogs, hamburgers and
drinks are provided. Please
bring a dish/dessert to share.
Sign up by Sunday, Aug. 11
so we’ll have a headcount. No
gifts please. Cards are
encouraged.
Wednesday, August 14

Sunday, August 18
11:45 am, Ministry Fair, Alleluia Kids
12:15 pm, Churchwide Luncheon
12:30 pm, Budget Listening Session
Tuesday, August 20
400 Years of Slavery in America Commemorative
Service, Noon, Aug. 20, St. Stephen’s Baptist
Church. Bus leaves BPBC @ 11:15 am.
Sunday, August 25
Noon, Youth & Families State Fair
Outing.

SEPTEMBER

DEACON ELECTIONS THIS MONTH
No activities on Labor Day, Monday,
Sept. 2. Parents Day Out and Senior
Fitness also are closed on Sept. 4
Youth Group on Sunday Afternoons
This Fall, Youth Group will meet on Sunday
afternoons. More information is available at the
Aug. 4 luncheon for youth and their families.

OCTOBER
Holy Listening Adult Joint Bible Study and
Light Dinner, 5:30-7 pm, Thursdays, Oct. 3, 10
and 17 at St. Andrew United Church of Christ.
Sunday, Oct. 6, 3 pm, Blessing of the Animals.
Sunday, Oct. 13, Ironman. Volunteers are
needed to put together packets and to staff the
aid station race day. More information to come.
Sunday, Oct. 27, Church Council (2 pm) and
Steering Committee (3 pm) meetings.
Fall Festival - watch for more information.
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Join Us for Worship!

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sundays
9:30 am, Sunday School
10:45 am, Worship

In Loving Memory

Alberta Weaver

Novella Pyles

July 9, 1928‐April 24, 2019

Dec. 24, 1922‐May 7, 2019
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Mary Lou Chester
March 13, 1927‐June 23, 2019

