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Pastor’s Paragraphs . . .
Beloved,

This past September we celebrated two years together and now our community of faith celebrates
90 years of ministry at Buechel Park Baptist Church. I’m grateful to be your pastor and love serving
alongside each and every one you. Thank you for being a generous church. Thank you for being a
missional church. Thank you for being partners in God’s saving work in our neighborhood, city, and
throughout the world. Our community of faith has much to celebrate and the many exciting changes
that have occurred are highlighted in this quarterly newsletter.
BPBC 90th Birthday
Celebrate with us in worship on Sundays in November where a testimony of BPBC ministry will
be highlighted. Celebrate with us for lunch on Sunday, November 18. Celebrate with us at our
annual Thanksgiving Breakfast. Celebrate with us for an all church photo on December 3 in the
sanctuary right after worship.
New BPBC Budget
On October 1, 2018, we entered into our new basic operating budget. We now have a budget
that we can attain and even exceed with the ongoing generosity of BPBC members and
attendees. We ended our transitional budget behind by approximately $13,000. I believe in our
church and the work that God is doing through our missions and ministries. Please continue to
be faithful in your giving of both time and resources.
New BPBC Website & Online Giving
Our new website has launched and we want to share it with anyone and everyone. Check us out
at www.bpbaptist.org. Also, you can now give online via credit card, debit card or PayPal.
This edition of BPBC Quarterly Newsletter is all about gratitude and thankfulness. We have amplified
voices impacted by BPBC ministry and mission. Take time to read the stories of nine individuals and
families who have grateful hearts because of Buechel Park.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God.
With a grateful heart,
Pastor Erica

Buechel Park Baptist Church 1928-2018
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Grateful Hearts at Buechel Park
Editor’s Note: Nine people who have been impacted by BPBC’s ministry and missions were asked three questions about
Buechel Park Baptist Church and their answers are shared here, Grateful Hearts at Buechel Park. The questions were
1. When did/do you come to BPBC? 2. How are you grateful for BPBC? 3. Can you share one story of how the ministry
and work of BPBC has impacted your life?

My mother had been praying to find a church home after we moved to the
neighborhood back in 1999. One day the church bus happened to drive by the
house and my mother asked my niece Jamie what was the name of the church on
the bus. She found the name in the phone book and called for more information. I
came to BPBC in May 2000. The PDO program director at the time asked my
mother if she could sub for one of the teachers. She said no but told her about
me. I started as a sub in the infant room for 2 weeks, then I was hired as a
floater for that summer, and toddler teacher in fall. In 2004 I became the director
and I’m still here!
Nicole Davis
I am forever grateful for BPBC in so many ways. The first one being the love
and care they showed my mother when she had her mastectomy. Secondly, everyone was amazing
to me and my family when my mother passed away suddenly back in 2006. I was suddenly left
raising my nieces so having a church family to support me was great. The third thing was the great
support I got when I returned to college and received my degree. BPBC helped with what I needed
in order to go back and be the first in my family to graduate college (and with honors).
Working with the children here at BPBC children’s ministry and PDO has greatly impacted my life
because it has helped me to discover what God needs me to do during my time here on earth. We
have to realize that we all have something that God needs us to do here. Yes we all have our own
desires of what we want to be and do in life, but when you allow God to take the lead it becomes
more fulfilling. The work we do here on earth and at BPBC has a great impact on the world around
us. I have even been able to interact with families from other countries while working at PDO and
show these families the love of God. They love and appreciate the love and care my staff and myself
have shown them and their children.
—Nicole Davis

I came to BPBC in
2015. It was at the end of the
summer/back to school festival
in the parking lot. Me and my
mom were driving around
looking for something to do
that afternoon.
I’m thankful for BPBC
because it gives me a new
Kyran Kennedy
safe place to go to and I have
and Pastor Erica
people to trust around me.
BPBC shows their love and
kindness to me by sending me cards and it is
important to me that the church cares for me.
—Kyran Kennedy

I moved here from El Paso,
Texas in 1997. I visited several
churches - none of them felt like
home. I’ve been a Baptist all my life
(family tradition). My boss
recommended Buechel Park. It felt
like home right away. I’ve now been
Sasha Hawks
a member for 20 years. I’ve seen a
lot of changes through the years.
I’m so grateful for Pastor Erica - since she
arrived, I have learned so much more about the
Bible.
BPBC has changed my life completely. This is
my home. I love my church; it’s one big family my family. My mom loved it also. —Sasha Hawks
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Grateful Hearts at Buechel Park
I don't remember exactly when I came to BPBC. I know I was
still in grade school. My older brother came to the church in the late
80's or early 90's because of his grandmother. Years later my
parents started coming and my father worked on the sound board
while mom volunteered where she could. Once I was in middle
school my little brothers and I were dropped off every Sunday and
Wednesday (and any day in-between) that something was offered.
BPBC has literally shaped who I am today. I have developed with
the changes we've endured through the years. I have roots here in
the friendships that have become more family than blood relations. Lilliam Londono, Anna, Alduin and Joe
Mackey
I have mentors that I reach out to regularly. I've met powerful
women who have taught me what it means to advocate for your
child and not to take the crap life throws at you. There are people who encourage me every week to
keep trudging through the grief of terminal disease. BPBC is where I turned when I mourned the
losses of my life. This is where I was married (twice at that). My children were dedicated here and
will be raised here. I am still being raised here. My son carries the name of two people here who
have changed my life in so many ways and I run to share every experience of his and Lilliam's lives,
as the grandparents they were meant to have.
I think the fundamental moment in my relationship with the church and the community we have
created is the day Lilliam was hospitalized and we were told she wouldn't make it. A member at the
time stayed with me when I couldn't hold Lilli. She knew what questions to ask when I had no
words. She even cussed a family member of mine who said some hurtful things. In that moment,
someone I looked to as a teacher not only had my back, but held my hand and helped my heart. We
now have an immense respect for each other. BPBC has shown me that the love of Christ is the
— Anna Londono Mackey
compassion we show to others.

Our family started coming to PDO the Summer of 2012. We had
just transferred to Louisville from San Antonio, Texas through the
Army. Our oldest daughter, Jasmine, was 1.5 years old, and we had
just found out that I was pregnant with our second daughter, Ava.
The PDO program has done an EXCELLENT job preparing our
children for school. Jasmine is now in second grade and Ava is a
kindergartener. Both girls enjoy school and are a joy to be around for
their teachers and fellow students. PDO gave them a Christ-centered
environment to not only develop a sincere love of learning, but also
to demonstrate God's love for others.
Andrea Anderson with spouse, Justin
The same week that that we learned I was pregnant with Ava, my
and (front) O’Neal, Jasmine and Ava.
husband received orders to deploy to Afghanistan. I soon found
myself alone in an unfamiliar city, with no family but a toddler, and a baby on the way. PDO was the
beginning of me finding a community here in Louisville. For four hours, I could drop Jasmine off to
learn and play, while I went to my OB/GYN appointments, prepared our home for Ava, and (often)
take a NAP! Most importantly, those few precious hours every week let me know that I wasn't alone
and kept me going until my husband's return.
—Andrea Anderson
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Grateful Hearts at Buechel Park
I’m Bethany Borgemenke and I’m a grateful and proud parent of a Parents Day Out (PDO)
student and four PDO graduates.
My husband Brian and I have six children. The youngest five are Louisville-born and bred, and
all back to back. Our early parenting days were very busy with infant, toddler, and preschool needs.
Around 2008, we found PDO. I have always loved caring
for my precious children, but I benefit greatly from a little
bit of downtime. Our fourth child came along in 2010. In
2012 and 2013, two more babies came along. We already
knew how great PDO was for our little ones, so of course,
they became PDO participants too.
I don’t have the words to describe our gratitude for
PDO. BPBC’s PDO program, under the direction of our
beloved Ms. Nicole, is more than just a safe, fun place to
have our little ones tucked away. I had never been a
The Borgemenke‐Batcheldor family: Brian, Butch,
church go-er. I knew plenty of people who liked their
Devon, Lewis, Hailey, Bethany, Lyle and Berwyn.
churches and spent a lot of time there, but I never had the
opportunity to see ministry up close and get a feel for how it can build communities and families.
Just walking through the doors of a church was new. Over the years, the idea that church folks are
living out their faith and beliefs in their community kind of sneaked into my awareness through the
good love and care my family got at PDO. I’m glad to know about the other types of outreach that
BPBC does, like its connections with neighborhood schools, educational offerings, help with taxes,
lunch service, fitness opportunities, and holiday and social events.
Because we’ve been a PDO family for about ten years, we’ve made lots of connections and
friends. I’m so proud that my older children have friends they’ve known their whole lives! They see
BPBC as another home, a place where they know comfort, fun, and unconditional love. From the
teachers to the church staff to the congregants who volunteer at family events, my kids have had
benevolence poured into them, from their earliest days, by so many talented, caring, special people.
What an incredible gift! So while I prefer that my children be unfailingly polite and cheerful, I know
that they are accepted and encouraged and treated kindly even when they are…well, less than
—Bethany Borgemenke
polite and cheerful.

I came to BPBC in October 2011.
I am grateful to BPBC because I have the support and encouragement that I
need. When I also decided to take a break from school, BPBC was there to help
push me to keep going. I was shown the support and the encouragement to keep
going. BPBC is, and always will be, a part of my family. Also, I don't think I would
have found my love for teaching if it wasn't for this wonderful place.
There are so many ways BPBC has impacted my life. One is when I was
struggling figuring out life after high school. The crew at BPBC helped me find my
Jessica Jenkins
place. I was given so many chances to work with the youth and the children, but
the main thing was when Sara had approached me about being the church's intern. I learned so
much through working at the church and the youth, and I learned so much about myself. Through
that experience, is how I knew teaching was for me.
—Jessica Jenkins
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Grateful Hearts at Buechel Park
Music is a huge part of worship for me. I came to BPBC a few months after
David Lindsay was hired as the new Minister of Music. David had been my
choir director at his previous church position and when he started at BPBC, I
decided to give the choir a try. My son and I were living just a few blocks from
BPBC but had never attended worship. Once David suggested I try the choir it
was easy for me to make the move from our previous church to my new
church. Immediately I felt at home and welcome when I joined the choir. I
love the family atmosphere and loving hearts at BPBC and I know that it is the
church where I was always meant to attend.
BPBC has been just a few blocks from my home most of my life. I grew up
living on Hikes Lane, just down from the church. When I bought my home, it
is just another ½ mile from my parents’ house. All those years, I never knew
that there was such a wonderfully mission minded church so close to us. After
Kellie Hicks
joining BPBC, I realized that there are so many ways that BPBC is present in
with her son, Isaac
the community and in the lives of those living nearby. My son Isaac is ecstatic
when we get to go to church. He has many friends his age and adults that care for him and it has
created a second family in both our lives. I am very thankful to have a church family that believes in
helping others in the community. The mission work of our church is a fantastic treasure that I am
always proud of when others ask me what is special about our church. I was in need of a church
where I could feel spiritually enriched. Pastor Erica addresses issues that are relevant to today’s
current culture and climate. I am thankful to have a pastor that is not afraid to shy away from
things that are controversial and to accept different views and still teach us how important it is to
carry out God’s will in the lives of our church and outside the church.
I have been in the choir since the first week at BPBC. Being in the choir I am able to see the
congregation’s faces every Sunday. Although most of the time the church family is happy when I
look out on the crowd, one of my earliest worship services was very different. The All Saints Day
service was one of my first worship experiences at BPBC. Seeing the care that was given to the
church family members in mourning at the remembrance service was very moving. I look forward
to the All Saints Service each year now. Watching the family members and friends of those that
have lost someone in the past year come forward and hearing the names mentioned is something I
—Kellie Hicks
remember, and I know that it makes a big impact for the families attending too.

Dr. John Brown

I come to BPBC on Sundays for Bible Study, Church Service, Finance
Committee and Wednesdays and Fridays for Meals on Wheels.
I am grateful for good friends, Christian fellowships and activities.
I came to the University of Louisville College of Medicine in 1957 to teach
medical biochemistry. Most of these years, I also taught in the Sunday School
of our church. I retired from U of L in 2003, having taught biochemistry for
about 50 years. But I have now taught Bible Study for 60 years! In recent years
I have had more time to study the Bible and have been very blessed by this
study. It is now my main academic preoccupation. The blessing provided by the
BPBC is that I don’t have to keep what I know to myself but, thanks to Sunday
School, I can share it with many others. This, to me, is a great blessing.
—John Brown
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Once Around the Park

Suzanne Shepherd

2018 Bell Award Winner
Congratulations once again to
Suzanne Shepherd! Suzanne
was one of ten 2018 WLKY-TV
Spirit of Louisville Bell award
winners for her work with our
garden ministry. And, a special
thank you to Jeanne Crawford
for submitting the nomination.

Pastoral Counseling
Rev. Paul Klausing has moved his
pastoral counseling office to
Buechel Park. We are excited to
have him here. Rev. Klausing may
be contacted at (502) 741-9880 or
pklausing@gmail.com.

Rev. Paul

Grace Notes
Our ensemble now has a name Grace Notes!

Updated Website
BPBC’s website has been revamped and revitalized! Check out the
website at the same address - www.bpbaptist.org.
BPBC members now have the option to tithe online using a credit
card, debit card or PayPal.
Community Money for Community Missions
BPBC participates in both Amazon Smile and Kroger’s Community Rewards Program. Funds received
from these programs help fund BPBC mission projects - and - at no cost to you! Full instructions
may be found on our web site.
Shopping on Amazon?
At no cost to you, the
shopper, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price on eligible items to BPBC when using the
link found on our web site or
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/61-6013691

Kroger Community Rewards
Have you enrolled your Kroger plus
card? Enrolling your card does NOT
effect your fuel points and now just
got easier to do. Have your Kroger card handy
and call 1-800-KROGERS (1-800-576-4377),
option 3 or go online at
www.kroger.com/communityrewards.

Financial Report
Remember, we serve a generous God who calls us all to be generous.
9 month Bridge Budget
January 1, 2018-September 30, 2018
Budget Income:
$253,932.64
Budget Expenses:
$267,575.37
Difference:
($13,664.73)

New Basic Operating Budget
October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019
Budget Income Needed:
$351,635.00
Average Weekly Income Needed: $6,762.00

Deadline for the February-April 2019 newsletter is Monday, January 14, 2019.
Please send articles, photos, address corrections and comments to info@bpbaptist.org.
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November 2018
Annual Thanksgiving Breakfast
Thursday, Nov. 22 at 9 am. Please
sign up outside the church office by
Sunday, Nov. 11 so we’ll have a
headcount.

Sunday, Nov. 4
During the 10:45 am worship, we will remember
Friday Night Friends: Mango’s Mexican Grill
those who have died in the past year and
On Friday, Nov. 30 at 6 pm, FNF
celebrate the hope of resurrection in Jesus Christ.
will gather at Mango’s Mexican Grill
And, remember to set your clocks back an hour
and Cantina on Dutchman’s Lane.
before going to bed Saturday evening, or you’ll
Everyone is welcome for this casual,
be late!
monthly fellowship at local restaurants. RSVP by
Sun., Nov. 25, so we’ll have a headcount for
Coats and Jackets Needed
reservations. This the last outing for 2018.
Women on Mission (WOM) is
collecting new or clean, usable
Parents Night Out: Children’s
coats and jackets - all sizes and
Christmas Party
colors for local schools. Any coat
6:00-10:00 pm, Friday, Nov. 30
not needed at Goldsmith, Binet or
Free and open to all children, ages 3 - 6th grade.
Seneca will be given to Jeff Street
Register by Monday, November 26. Donations
or other organizations. Please place the coats
will be accepted at the door for PDO Financial
and jackets in a bag marked WOM and deposit in
Assistance and BPBC Children's Ministry.
the bins located by the elevators in the lower
level. Coats will be collected until Wednesday,
Food Drive for Seneca High School’s Pantry
Sunday, Nov. 7.
The Seneca High School Food Pantry
objective is to provide food to children
WOM Meeting & Thanking 1st Responders
at-risk of hunger for preparation and
On Tuesday, Nov. 12, Women on Mission (WOM)
consumption at their place of residence.
is going out into our neighborhood to deliver
baked cookies to the first responders who protect We’ll be collecting food items, Nov. 1-18. Watch
and serve our area. We’ll have a brief meeting at for more information and suggested items.
10:00 am and then deliver our gifts. Please bring
Poinsettias
2-3 dozen cookies to this meeting.
Poinsettias are $7.00 each and may be
purchased Nov. 4-25, in memory or in
Sunday, Nov. 18
honor of a loved one. The flowers will
Youth Dessert Auction - Chili
decorate our sanctuary during the
Cook Off Lunch Fundraiser will
Christmas season then may be taken
be held at Noon. Three ways to
get involved - donate an item to auction; enter a home Christmas Eve after worship.
pot of chili for our very 1st Chili Cook Off! And,
show up! Eat chili and bid on auction items! All
the money we raise will support activities that
enable our youth to build community, engage in
missions, and explore faith.
Our quarterly business meeting will
be held immediately following the
youth fundraiser.

November Schedule Changes
Mon., Nov. 5
Parents Day Out, closed.
Weds., Nov. 21
Parents Day Out, closed; no evening activities.
Thurs., Nov. 22-Fri., Nov. 23
Church Office closed.
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December 2018
Christmas Shoe Boxes
Shoe boxes for Goldsmith Elementary
and Seneca High School students are
labelled with suggested items and
the student’s age/gender. Please
keep the label on the outside or just inside the
box. Boxes will be available Nov. 18 and returned
by Sunday, Dec. 16.
Christmas Card Exchange
The Christmas card exchange will
again be coordinated by Threads n’
Things. Your postage donations will
be shared with the Parents Day Out
scholarship fund.
Hanging of the Greens/All Church Photo
Sunday, Dec. 2 during worship will be Hanging of
the Greens, followed by an all church photo! Be
here to be part of the group photo!

Churchwide Christmas Dinner Party

5:00 pm, Sunday, Dec. 16
Let’s mingle, have dinner and be entertained by
our own Grace Notes. Watch the e-newsletter
and worship guides for more specific information.
Wednesday, Dec. 19
We’ll join Buechel United Methodist Church
members at their church for dinner at 6:00 pm,
followed by worship, including a performance by
our combined choirs at 7:00 pm.
Youth Christmas Party,
6:00 pm, Friday, Dec. 21
Youth Suite
Friends! Food! Fun!

Christmas Eve
Candlelight & Communion Worship

5:00 pm

December Schedule Changes
Dec. 17-31
No Gym Walking or Senior Fitness.
Dec. 24-25
Sr. Nutrition closed.
Dec. 24-31
Parents Day Out closed.
Dec. 25-31,
Church Office closed.

6:00 pm, Wednesday, Dec. 12
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January 2019
Sunday, Jan. 6
Noon, Deacons, Staff & Families Luncheon
1:00 pm, Steering Council Meeting
2:00 pm, Church Council Meeting
Wednesday, Jan. 9 - Rehearsals Resume
6:00 pm, Choir
7:00 pm, Grace Notes

YOUTH

Saturday, Jan. 12
From 6:00 to 10:00 pm, we’ll
have food, fun and fellowship
with friends from Buechel
United Methodist Church.

January’s Bible Studies
Eat Pray Share - signup to
participate in small groups for a
meal, a time of prayer and
sharing life and faith together.
Opportunities to gather include:
 6:00 pm, Sundays
Sacred Sundays, at Krazy Dave's
 5:00 and 6:00 pm, Wednesdays
at BPBC
 Noon, Thursdays,
at BPBC
Interested in hosting another night at your
home? Please contact the church office.

Sunday, Jan. 13
Newly elected deacons will be
ordained during 10:45 am worship.
Children’s Choir and Handbells resumes today,
11:45 am-12:15 pm.

“Living Mindfully in a
Maddening World”
Saturday, Jan. 19
All ages are welcome to our
Churchwide Winter Retreat at
Mount St. Francis, Indiana.
$15.00 per person, includes lunch
and transportation to/from BPBC.
Signup by Sunday, Jan. 6.

January Schedule Changes
Tuesday, Jan. 1 - Happy 2019!
No activities - building/office closed.
Wednesday, Jan. 2
No gym walking or Senior Fitness.
Parents Day Out closed.
Monday, Jan. 21
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
No activities; building/office closed.

Sunday, Jan. 20
Noon, Potluck Lunch
12:15 pm,
Quarterly Business Meeting

10

Grateful and Thankful
Thank you to my church family for praying
for me and for the telephone calls and cards.
José Alobovias
To my dear church family (I’m a little late in
writing this (no excuses)):
I want to thank all of you for helping me
celebrate my 75th birthday. Thank you for all
the beautiful cards and gifts. I was
overwhelmed when I walked into the Fellowship
Hall. It was a complete surprise. You will never
know how much it meant to me!
Blessings and Love,
Sasha Hawks

Two College Mission Weekend (Oct. 13‐15) participants
working in one of our gardens.

Thank you to our Garden Ministry who
delivered vegetables to The Lord’s Kitchen,
South Louisville Community Ministries, The
Center for Lay Ministries, and our elderly almost
every week, and Deer Park Baptist
Church monthly. As of October 15th, we’ve
harvested 13,359 lbs of vegetables!
The young adults, who participated in the
College Missions Weekend, helped dig up five
rows of sweet potatoes and pick 168 lbs of
peppers. They were a huge help!

Greetings! On behalf of the board of
directors, students and staff, I am pleased to
extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to
you, the pastors, and the entire Buechel Park
Baptist Church for hosting a benefit concert for
ANAM on Wednesday, July 18. The concert was
amazing and inspiring. You and your team
worked every hard for the success of the
program. May God bless you.
The total proceeds from the concert
amounts to $316. We are very thankful for such
a great response from the small audience. Your
support and investment in our work plays a vital
role in our efforts of using the arts to redeem
and nurture young children in Liberia for Christ.
We are thankful for this important relationship
we have established and hope this could go a
long way in the interest of helping the children
of Liberia. We have seen how the arts build a
stronger sense of community and provides hope
and imagination to those who are disheartened.
We believe the arts is the glue that binds us
together and moves us towards healing and
independence.
Sincerely,
Samson Samuel Tarpeh
Executive Director
Agape National Academy of Music

Thank you BPBC for your prayers, cards and
support for me and my family for the loss of my
dad.
Steve Forsting
Thank you to the Garden Ministry for all the
vegetables we were blessed to receive. We
truly enjoyed them.
Anna Belle and Michael Hite
Thank you everyone for the cards, prayers
and even a DQ Blizzard after my oral surgery. I
am, rather we are grateful to all came in to staff
the church office while I recovered. I’m on the
mend and truly appreciated everything.
Leigh Meers
Thank you for all your love, donations
(school supplies & backpacks), compassion and
prayers. I greatly appreciate all that you do!
Love,
John Victor, Goldsmith Elementary
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Join Us for Worship!

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sundays
9:30 am, Sunday School
10:45 am, Worship

Shlonda Davis joined BPBC
September 2018

Robert “Bob” Blaser
May 22, 1922‐Aug. 20, 2018
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